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Note: Yellow highlight represents comment identified for Reclamation’s response.
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Response to Comment Letter 1 

Reclamation appreciates the comments and suggestions provided by the Corps for this project. 

1. References in the Draft EA that suggest there are no jurisdictional wetlands within the project 
area were revised in the Final EA.  The project area was evaluated by a wetlands ecologist who 
determined that no wetland hydrology existed above the ordinary high water mark of the Rio 
Grande at this location.  Because the project occurs entirely within the floodway of the Rio 
Grande, a formal jurisdictional wetland delineation was not performed.  However, a Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act joint application for a permit and water quality certification was 
submitted to the Corps earlier this year.  A copy of the Section 401 Water Quality Certifications 
and the Section 404 Permit are included in this Appendix. 

2. The Proposed Action includes the removal of all non-native specimens from the project area as 
part of construction.  It is not possible at this time to provide a definitive answer on the number of 
trees that will be removed from the project area during construction.  However, the only trees that 
will be removed are non-native (e.g., saltcedar, Siberian elm, Russian olive). 

3. The proposed Rio Grande silvery minnow refugial pool for the Sandia Priority Site will be 
contained within the project area and will be separate from the Bernalillo Priority Site refugial 
pool. 

4. As with the Bernalillo Priority Site project, a separate Compensatory Mitigation Plan Checklist 
has been prepared and submitted to the Corps in order to meet Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act Permit conditions. 
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Response to Comment Letter 2 

Reclamation appreciates the comments and suggestions provided by NMDGF for this project. 

1. Reclamation entered into formal consultation with the USFWS for this project and intends to 
comply with the conditions provided in the Service’s Biological Opinion for the Sandia Priority 
Site project, on file at Reclamation offices, which includes provisions for spill prevention and 
containment. 

2. The construction sequence developed by Reclamation specifically for the Sandia Priority Site 
project is designed to provide an unobstructed river channel for fish movement around the 
construction area at all times.  Water velocities in the unobstructed river channel will be 
consistent with normal river flow. 

3. Surplus waste materials from excavation activities within the project area will be stockpiled 
within the Rio Grande floodway to contribute to the river’s future sediment regime as it migrates 
across the floodplain at the south end of the project area (see Figure 2 in the Final EA). 

4. References in the Draft EA that suggest there are no jurisdictional wetlands within the project 
area were revised in the Final EA.  The project area was evaluated by a wetlands ecologist who 
determined that no wetland hydrology existed above the ordinary high water mark of the Rio 
Grande at this location.  Because the project occurs entirely within the floodway of the Rio 
Grande, a formal jurisdictional wetland delineation was not performed.  However, a Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act joint application for a permit and water quality certification was 
submitted to the Corps earlier this year.  A copy of the Section 401 Water Quality Certifications 
and the Section 404 Permit are included in this Appendix. 
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Response to Comment Letter 3 

1. Reclamation appreciates the review of the Draft EA by the State Engineer’s Office. 
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